
 

 

 

Nga mihi mahana kia koutou. Warm greetings to you all. 

We had a great meeting on Monday night with whanau and other interested people around the 

Education Brief which will inform any new buildings. Thank you to the parents and staff that supported 

this discussion, it is so important that we hear your voice. 

We celebrated Matariki last Friday. Matariki is the Māori name for the cluster of stars also known as 

the Pleiades (or Subaru in Japan). It rises in mid-winter and for many Māori, it heralds the start of a 

new year. Traditionally, it was a time for remembering the dead, celebrating new life and planting new 

crops. In the 21st century, observing Matariki has become popular again as a cross-cultural celebration. 

In 2019 the Matariki cluster appeared in the night sky from 25 – 28 June. Some photos included here, 

but check out face book for more. 

Enjoy the break and we will see everyone on Monday 22 July. Safe travels if venturing anywhere. 

Nga mihi 

Jenny 

Principal’s Forum 

Dates for your diary: 

Every  Friday —  Assembly at Base  1.45 pm  

5 July—Last day Term 2 

22 July— Term 3 

Newsletter  

3 July 2019 

School phone: 5480281 

Please ring in all absences to 

Base as well as the Satellite 

your young person attends 



 

Specialist Services Team: 
 
Maitai School employs a physiotherapist,  
speech  
language therapist, music therapist, and  
two occupational therapists.  We also  
have a social educationalist and a 
psychologist working a few  
hours every week with us.   
 

Our specialist team are always available  
to teaching teams and whanau for 
general advice and guidance,  
and some group work.  More specific or  
individualised work is completed on a referral basis.   
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

At the beginning of 2019, we welcomed Emma       

Matthews (nee Boniface) back to the Maitai team.  

Emma has the following to say about her first two 

terms:  

We are halfway through the year already and we have 

so much more fun to have in music therapy. We have 

been working together in both groups and individually, 

between Maitai base, Victory, and Wahi Kowhai.  

We've been working on educational goals, and on 

feeling great through communicating in music.  This 

term we have done some amazing song writing, 

explored instruments, expressed ourselves, and again 

had loads of fun.  Music has provided a fun framework for working on challenges too, and 

everyone has been working really hard towards their goals.  

 



At the beginning of term two, we welcomed Kirsten Pickwell, who is an OT working 
one day a week with the Maitai base students:  
 
Kia ora koutou katoa, hello everyone.  I'm excited to have joined 
the Maitai School Specialist team this year and have been made to 
feel very welcome - what a great bunch of students and staff!  I 
have worked with people with physical and learning disabilities 
for the majority of my Occupational Therapy career and love 
seeing people work towards reaching their potential.  I live in the 
country with my husband Leif and our three children, Fisher (8), 
Blake (6) and Kaitlyn (4).  I am looking forward to getting to 
know the students and their families at the Maitai Base where I'm 
working one day a week. 
 

Recently, we have also had some amazing school-wide professional development.  

As Hilde, our speech and language therapist explains:  

This term we have had the pleasure of having two days of Professional 

Development for our whole staff from Sally Clendon.  Sally is a speech-language 

therapist who is passionate about communication and literacy for students who use 

Augmentative Alternative Communication (AAC) to support their speech.  Sally is 

senior lecturer Speech Language Therapy at Massey University Auckland, and she 

has worked with several schools across New Zealand to implement a 

comprehensive approach to literacy instruction for their students.  

Sally demonstrated that all children have the capacity to be readers and writers.  

Our job is to assess where students sit on the literacy continuum, and to help them 

progress as far as they can. Since writing is a way of communicating our thoughts, 

and we use language to do so, our students need to develop their language and 

communication skills to support literacy development.  

Students who have difficulty expressing themselves by speech alone need AAC to 

support them.  

We have worked hard this term to make sure 

that we, the staff at school, are supporting this 

by wearing Core Vocabulary Boards, and using 

them while talking to the students, so we are 

role modelling and “speaking their language”. 

Already we have seen our students respond in 

a very positive way by looking at the visuals, 

pointing at them, and understanding more of the 

instructions we give them.  Some students are making use of their AAC tools more 

often and better, by using more words and making sentences.  

The entire specialist team wishes everyone a fabulous term break and look forward 
to seeing you next term. 
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